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We as Secular Franciscans are committed to seeking and promoting a closer relationship with God for ourselves and others by living the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ and by following St. Francis’ and St. Clare's example of simplicity, humility and service using the Rule of Life of the OFS as our guide. 
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August ~ Month of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary 

 

 
August Gathering will be August 21st at noon in 
Loon Lake Park for our Annual Picnic. 

Council Meeting: The September Council meeting 
will be on Thursday September 1st at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Parish Center.  

Gospel Sharing: None due to annual Picnic  
 

Ongoing Formation: None due to Picnic.  For the 
September Gathering read chapter 11 in “A 
Knight and a Lady”. Kyle will lead. 
 

Prism Articles :  Please see the schedule on page 
2 to  see the month you have signed up to submit 
an article.  Articles are due the 10th of each 
month. Refer to the roster to find my email or 
mailing address. 
 

August 27th 
Feast of the Seven Joys of Mary ~ 

Saying the Franciscan Crown Rosary 
The Franciscan Crown has a fascinating history 

tracing back to 15th-century Italy. In 
1422, a young novice named 
Giacomo/James―and subsequently 
known as “James of the 
Rosary”―who had, until joining the 

Franciscans, had the daily custom of offering a 
wreath of fresh flowers as a crown to adorn a local 
statue of Mary. Upon being received into the 
Order, he was curtailed in this devotion. After 
long deliberation, James decided to leave the 
Order. 

The Blessed Virgin appeared to him in a vision 
saying, “Remain here, and do not grieve because 
you can no longer weave a wreath of flowers for 
me. I will teach you how you can daily weave a 
crown of roses that will not wither and will be more 
pleasing to me and more meritorious for yourself." 

James began this devotion without telling anyone 
in the Order. However, one day, the Director of 
Novices saw him praying in chapel with an angel 
next to him. The latter was weaving a crown of 
roses, placing a golden lily between each of the 10 
roses. When James finished praying, the angel 
placed the crown upon his head. 

The Novice master asked the young friar about the 
meaning of this vision. After hearing the 
explanation, he told the other friars and soon the 
practice of reciting the Crown of the Seven Joys 
spread throughout the Franciscan Order. 

Many famous Franciscan were particularly 
devoted to the Crown Rosary including St. 
Bernadine of Siena, St. Bonaventure, Bl. Cherubin 
of Spoleto, and St. John Capistrano. Cont. pg.2 



A plenary indulgence is attached to the recitation 
of the Crown Rosary and is applicable to the 
deceased each time the Rosary is prayed. In 1905, 
Pope St. Pius X, in response to a petition of the 
Franciscan Procurator General, added new 
indulgences to the Franciscan Crown which may 
be gained by all the faithful.  

 

 
 

   Ponder This 

 
“Pleasure comes from without~ joy comes 
from within. Joy therefore it is within the 

reach of everyone in the world.” 
(Bishop Fulton J Sheen) 

 
St. Francis recognized his lowliness but did 

not rest in sadness over it.  He knew he 
needed to die to his former self to grow 

spiritually, to serve only God and experience 
the Divine Energy of God which is 

Love for all and Joy. 

St. Michaels’s Lent 
August15 ~ September 29  

 

While St. Francis is widely 

known for his love of the 

poor and his great care of 

nature, he also possessed 

a deep interior life that 

was punctuated by frequent periods of prayer and 

fasting. He often stepped away from his 

community of brothers and sought solitude to 

deepen his relationship with God. 

In 1224, two years before his death, Francis felt 

drawn to Mount La Verna and set out with a few 

of his closest brothers to spend a period of prayer 

and fasting on the mountain. St. Bonaventure 

records in his biography (written between 1260-

1266) how Francis, “was brought after many and 

varied toils unto a high mountain apart, that is 

called Mount Alverna. When, according unto his 

wont he began to keep a Lent there, fasting, in 

honor of St. Michael the Archangel, he was filled 

unto overflowing, and as never before, with the 

sweetness of heavenly contemplation.” 

St. Bonaventure wrote that, “Unto the Blessed 

Michael Archangel,—inasmuch as his is the 

ministry of bringing souls before God,—[Francis] 

cherished an especial love and devotion.” 

This fast kept by St. Francis runs from the 

Solemnity of the Assumption (August 15) and 

ends on the feast of St. Michael (September 29). 

Similar to Lent that occurs before the feast of 

Easter, it excludes all Sundays. It was during this 

fast that St. Francis received the stigmata,. The 

traditional date for the reception of the stigmata 

is September 17, 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
	
 
 
	
	
	


